Pregnant with potential 
Maternity jeans easily altered to be worn after baby arrives
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The ‘during and beyond’ maternity jeans designed by MaMe Maternity Inc. of Bedford.
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New moms can keep wearing their maternity jeans after giving birth, thanks to a patent pending design by a Bedford company.

"It’s really unique," said Kathy MacGillivray, founder of MaMe Maternity Inc. "They’re the only ones in the world."

The uMaMe jeans, which sell for $88, feature a removable elastic "bump band" that allows them to be worn as regular jeans after pregnancy.

Ms. MacGillivray started her maternity clothing business 10 years ago. She released the jeans in September.

She said the feedback from outlets across Canada and the United States has been tremendous.

"Stores are selling out," she said. "We’ve been told they’re the best-fitting maternity jeans on the market."

Amy Kerr of Halifax, who is seven months pregnant, agrees that the jeans are a good fit.

"They’re amazing," she said in an interview. "They’re more comfortable than normal jeans."

Ms. Kerr said maternity clothes are "notorious" for being ugly. But she said the "during and beyond baby" jeans are attractive, well-made and a bargain.

"They’re really nice," she said, adding that she likes the idea of being able to wear them after she gives birth. "One hundred per cent I’ll wear them after."

She added that she’ll also wear uMaMe’s stylish maternity tops after she delivers. 

Mills Brothers in Halifax recently began carrying the convertible maternity jeans along with uMaMe’s One Stop Mum Shop display stand. The stand is patented in Canada, the United States and the U.K.

Shaped in the profile of a pregnant woman, the stand features baby bump-shaped boxes that carry uMaMe’s during-and-beyond baby products.

A Mills spokesperson, who asked not to be identified, said consumer response to the maternity display has been positive.

Customers are pleased that the uMaMe products are well-made and come from a local company.

"They’re good quality jeans," she said. "They’re starting to sell." 

Ms. MacGillivray has five local employees involved in designing and marketing the maternity wear products, which are manufactured in Asia and in Ontario.

"We emphasize quality," she said.

She said the One Stop Mum Shop display was designed for stores that don’t want to devote an entire department to maternity wear but still want to carry them.

"The idea was to have a small footprint holding a large number of units," she said. "It gets the message out."

The nine-foot-square stands hold 80 of the specially-designed product boxes.

Ms. MacGillivray wouldn’t disclose her sales figures, but said her latest products should extend her market reach.

"We expect growth, without a doubt," she said, adding that she plans to expand the convertible jean concept to maternity skirts.
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